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About Folks and Things 


Rey. Claude W. Risinger, former pas- 
tor of Wheelers Grove Church, Western 
Iowa Conference, has moved to Avon, 
Illinois, where he is pastor of the Avon 
and Fiait churches. 

Mrs. Phoebe E. Green, of Toledo, Ohio, 
who is visiting her daughter, Mrs. F. E. 
Bullock, of our Christian Education De- 
partment, was an interested caller at the 
Publishing House recently. 

Rev. Stephen S. Wood, who has moved 
from Bennington, New Hampshire, to 
Rhinebeck, New York, to assume the pas- 
torate of the Schultzville Christian 
Church, had the misfortune to break his 
arm soon after his arrival. 

We are giving in this issue some Piqua 
“Echoes”. We could have filled many 
more pages with these comments, but 
have brought out some of the more prom- 
inent ones which we thought would be of 
most interest to our people. 

The Red Cross and Christmas seals 
have the right of way these days and we 
trust that all of our churches will con- 
tribute generously to these splendid or- 
ganizations which are doing such a fine 
work throughout our country. 

Rev. Levi J. Carter has taken up his 
residence at 213 S. Van Buren Street, 
Newton, Illinois, from which center he 
will minister to two of our churches in 
that section. He is planning a fine train- 
ing and evangelistic program for his 
churches. 

Good news comes from our church at 
Wakarusa, Indiana, Rev. Albert R. Mc- 
Manus pastor. This church is deep in 
its winter program of evangelism with 
nineteen additions to its membership and 
is planning a training school beginning 
the first of the year. 

Large and successful leadership train- 
ing schools were conducted last week in 
the Suffolk, Virginia, and the Troy, Ohio, 
Christian churches, many denominations 
co-operating. This is a fine field of train- 
ing and service which we trust will be 
extended to many more of our churches. 

The Jubilee Year Committee is outlin- 
ing a program for New Year’s to Easter 
and Easter to Pentecost, emphasizing the 
period of Extension. The plan is before 
the General Board at the time of the 
issue of this number of The Herald and 
details of same will be published in later 
issues, 

The managing editor had the privilege 
of attending special services in the in- 
terests of The Herald of Gospel Liberty 
at Tuscola, Atwood, and Arthur, Illinois; 
at Lees Creek, Ohio; and Muncie, In- 
diana. He also had the privilege of con- 


ducting the morning service at Defiance 
College on Sunday, December 8. 

We are in receipt of the fine account 
of the progress of the First Christian 
Church of Franklin, New Hampshire, 
Rey. Arthur A. Richards pastor, together 
with a fine support of The Herald of 
Gospel Liberty. We greatly appreciate 
what Franklin and all others of our 
churches are doing in their local work as 
well as in their Herald support. 


The Young People’s Congress Leaders, 
which are to meet in Dayton the last 
week in December, are planning for a 
special Herald of Gospel Liberty cam- 
paign curing the month of January in 
the interests of the “Herald of a Better 
Day”. They plan to secure at least one 
thousand subscribers, and we trust our 
churches everywhere will co-operate with 
them in their work. 


The Congregational-Christian Church 
at Lima, Ohio, is conducting a series of 





Have Vou Sent Yours? 


The Herald plans to print a list 
of all churches (not the amounts) 
which have contributed to the Her- 
ald offering fund. We do not want 
to overlook any church, and re- 
quest all churches to see that 
amounts for the Herald offering 
are in our hands at the earliest 
possible moment. We cannot print 
or give credit for offerings we 
have not received, but are very 
anxious to give full credit to all 
contributors. 

Will you kindly call the attention 
of your pastor or your treasurer 
to this notice? 








} 


popular Bible lectures each Sunday eve- 
ning under the leadership of its pastor, 
Rev. J. E. Hartzler, Ph. D., and with 
special music under the direction of Mr. 
R. W. Mikesell. Some of the topics are 
“The Christian View of the Bible”, 
“Storm Centers in Religious Thought”, 
“Science and Religion”, “Old Faith and 
a New World”, and others. 


The Indiana Miami Reserve Young 
People’s Congress met at Center, Indi- 
ana, November 29 and 80. Lilburn Stot- 
tlemyer, of the Whetstone Church, was 
reelected president, and Miss Georgia 
Smith is the new secretary. The session 
was devoted largely to a discussion of 
plans for the new year’s work, which wil! 
include special stress on missionary and 
educational work and a campaign for 
subscribers to The Herald of Gospel Lib- 
erty. Miss Lucy M. Eldredge, of the 
Christian Education Department, was 
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the speaker on Friday night and the 
counselor in the business sessions, 


At a recent rally of the New Jersey 
Young People’s Congress held at the 
Gulf Mills Church, Mr. John Herbstsom. 
er, of the Second Christian Church of 
Irvington, New Jersey, was elected pres. 
ident to succeed Dorothy Wyker Blakesle, 
and Miss Virginia Small, of Gulf Mills, 
was chosen as secretary of the Congress, 
The New Jersey young people were glad 
to welcome in this meeting a large and 
enthusiastic group from the Dover, Del. 
aware, Church, a new church in the con. 
ference. The theme of the rally was 
“Adventuring in Friendship With 
Christ”, and discussion groups, addresses, 
and recreational periods were features of 
the program. 

We are calling attention to the topics 
for the Universal Week of Prayer on the 
theme of Christian Unity, issued by the 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ 
in America, and printed on page thirteen 
of this issue. It is earnestly requested 
that all churches unite on this great 
theme during the week of January 5-11, 
Additional copies may be secured from 
the Federal Council of Churches, 105 
East 22d Street, New York City, at $1.50 
per hundred. The topics sheet contains 
the message to the church, texts suggest- 
ed for sermons and addresses, and a 
program for each day. The pro- 
gram consists of a thanksgiving, confes- 
sion, prayer, and Scripture reading. 

The Christian Church at Plattsburg, 
Ohio, Rev. Carl Dille pastor, enjoyed a 
great day Sunday, December 8, when 
the new Memorial Chapel was dedicated, 
This beautiful Christian educational 
plant was made possible by the generous 
gift of Mr. Edwin H. Peters in memory 
of his wife, Stella Porter Peters, a for- 
mer member of the Plattsburg Church. 
The church has been painted and redec- 
orated and numerous other gifts have 
added greatly to the beauty and useful- 
ness of the whole. Dr. W. P. Minton 
preached in the morning and Dr. F. G. 
Coffin preached the dedicatory sermon 
in the afternoon. We hope to be able to 
give a fuller account of this memorable 
occasion in a later issue of The Herald. 

A new style in Christmas trees is 
brought to our notice from some of our 
churches. The plan is to plant a living 
tree and thus have a permanent decora- 
tion on the church lawn ever ready for 
the Christmas season. The most preten- 
tious plan of this kind which comes to 
our office is from the People’s Church of 
Dover, Delaware, which has moved 2 
tree requiring that two or three tons of 
earth be taken with the roots and the 
service of a truck and four men for the 

(Continued on page fifteen) 
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Urban Co-operation 


A CONTRIBUTED EDITORIAL BY REV. WARNER S. ALEXANDER 


HE Lord Jesus Christ must ever be recognized as 

the great Generalissimo of the forces which work 
for righteousness. The true church is an organized 
band of Christian workmen scrupulously carrying out 
as best they can understand their Master’s will. The true 
church furnishes evidences of its whole-hearted belief in 
the statement of its great Leader that all authority had 
been given unto him. It respects that authority and un- 
dertakes to go forward in obedience to it. 

A program is an arranged plan to govern future pro- 
cedure. The degree of success to be achieved will depend 
upon the perfection of the program and the ability pos- 
sessed to carry it out. Blue prints of the entire work 
as it will be when completed must be had. None but the 
Master Designer is capable of furnishing these. No in- 
dividual, independent, partial programs dare be under- 
taken, lest the complete will be marred. All work un- 
dertaken must be subject to the approval of the great 
Architect. Competent workmen thus directed produce 
a structure fitly joined together. When churches follow 
Christ, and do not run ahead of him, or proceed along 
ways of their own choosing, a thoroughly co-operative 
effort will be put forth. Sweet fellowship will be thus 
enjoyed. 

A city is a great aggregation of human lives whose 
spiritual needs must be satisfied if we take seriously our 
Lord’s command to go, preach, teach, and disciple all 
peoples. It constitutes a field comparably small geo- 
graphically, but tremendously large numerically and po- 
tentially. The widely diversified interests of a large 
group of people composed of representatives of every ex- 
isting social strata; of all degrees of intellectual devel- 
opment; of a wide variety of ethical standards spring- 
ing naturally from immediate environments in which 
the varied elements have been trained; of life motiva- 
tions ranging from extreme selfishness to most commend- 
able altruism; of economic representatives ranging from 
paupers to financial princes; of every status of physical 
health condition; of every imaginable disposition; of all 
nationalities with traits peculiar to themselves, with 
their misunderstandings and inherited and intensely cul- 
tivated prejudices-—a city composed of such a conglom- 
eration of human interests and representatives presents 
a problem far too difticult for unaided human ability to 
solve. Nothing but complete co-operation with God 
and fellow workmen ean ever solve such a problem. The 
workmen must get rid of the last vestige of selfish inter- 


est and personal ambition. In this shortsightedness much 


use of that scriptural admonition, ‘‘If any man lack 


wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth to all men lib- 
erally, and upbraideth not’’, should be made. All must 
be controlled by that great life principle enunciated by 
Christ, ‘‘I came not to do mine own will, but the will 
of him that sent me.’’ 

An urban church is an army of Christian soldiers en- 
gaged in a cause possessing highest worth; a cause, 
upon the succéss of which, depends ultimately all that 
has true worth to human life. Existing conditions among 
which that church has to labor are such as to make the 
urban church problem the most difficult of all church 
problems to solve. The wisest possible arrangement of 
those working at the problem must be made if it is to be 
solved. Workmen should understand each other thor- 
oughly. All eross purposes and duplication of effort 
should be eliminated. All must recognize that every 
needed work faithfully done is equally commendable in 
the sight of our Lord. Actual Kingdom service rendered 
must be appreciated fully. When we do these things 
and prize less highly the comparative outward appear- 
ances in size of organizations, grandeur of physical 
equipment, we will have gone a long way toward rooting 
out harmful attitudes and fostering helpful ones in 
church work. 

What a blessing would result if we all recognized 
that ‘‘whosoever is not against us is for us’’; if we pro- 
ceeded to perform our duty ‘‘with malice toward none 
and charity toward all’’; if we entered into wholesome 
rivalry experiencing joy in the successes of others, recog- 
nizing that Kingdom interests, not private ones, are be- 
ing served and that all work accomplished by others 
lessens the total to be accomplished. 

An Abraham who, exercising the unselfish spirit is 
more willing to give than to receive, who keeps close to 
God, will experience far greater ultimate and permanent 
progress and happiness than a Lot who covetously looks 
upon and selfishly appropriates the green pastures, when 
by so doing he separates himself from those whose close 
association would be most helpful and finds himself in 
dangerous, destructive, intolerable associations and cir- 
cumstances. Heavenly and human approbation is a re- 
ward infinitely more valuable and satisfying than tem- 
porary success at the price of these. 

All individuals and chureh organizations who care- 
fully follow the leadership of Christ, find themselves in 
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one great co-operative movement, helping not hindering, 
happy not jealous or envious, rejoicing to see the Fa- 
ther’s business progressing. When locally worked out 
of a job, immediate transference to hard pressed areas 
should be made. 

Such motivation brings oneness and great joy. This 
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attitude prevails as never before. Denominational team 
work obtains today as never in the past. Jesus gave his 
life that the world might be saved. When the present. 
day church does likewise, the rapid progress of the prim- 
itive church will be repeated. 

Brooklyn, New York. 


The Farmer’s Religion 
A CONTRIBUTED EDITORIAL BY REV. C. G. NELSON 


F WE were to write a farmer’s creed, it would be long 

and varied. The farmer is alone enough to do some 
individual thinking. When the farmer is alone through 
the week, he digests the Sunday sermon. He may not 
arrive at the same conclusion the preacher had in mind, 
but it becomes part of his religion. He recognizes the 
Bible as a spiritual guidebook, and interprets it with 
an individualistic mind. Sometimes he does not take 
sufficient time to study the Bible really to know its con- 
tents from which to draw wise conclusions, but still he is 
quite definite in his faith. In a general way, he be- 
lieves in the Apostles’ Creed, but seldom takes time to 
commit it to memory. He believes in the divinity of 
Jesus Christ, and that his precepts and example were 
wise and practical. He believes obedience to the Ten 
Commandments and the Golden Rule would benefit so- 
ciety. He also believes in eternal life. 


The practical, moral, and mystical type of religion 
appeals to the modern farmer. The farmer wants a re- 
ligion which helps him to live in this world, as well as 
to prepare him for the next world. A religion that will 
make his neighbor better, so his family and property 
will be safer. He also desires a religion which will make 
his city cousin safer with whom to trade. A lot of pro- 
fessing and confessing does not appeal to the farmer if 
it fails to produce these practical things of life. He 
wants a religion which will assure high morals. The 
farmer does not particularly object to ceremonies and 
forms in religion if it will strengthen moral standards. 
There must also be the mystical element, for there are 
but few homes where death has not visited. In these 
hours of deep sorrow and loneliness the farmer wants to 
dwell on the-certainty of eternity. He cares not so much 
about the details of heaven. He wants to know Jesus as 
‘*the resurrection and the life’’. 


The great need of the farming community today is 
safe and sane leadership, with adequate equipment. The 
problem is how to secure and maintain such a program. 


In the first place, there is the change going on in 
the community area. On account of the machinery now 
used, fewer people are needed on the farm. And since 
the advent of the automobile and good roads, the farmer 
ean drive farther to church. Therefore, many church 
buildings now standing, which were located to accom- 
modate the farmer on the basis of the ‘‘team haul’’, are 
causing a problem of overchurching. In many of the 
attempted changes the farmer finds some difficulty in 


giving the necessary loyalty to the new and larger com. 
munity. He has been denominationally trained and 
there has been insufficient time to form sacred ties to 
this new center, in the much needed readjustment. A 
little time is needed before the farmer will point out 
that new spiritual center with the sacred expression, 
“‘my church’’. Some one has defined ‘‘my church’’ as 
the ‘‘place where my children received their spiritual 
training, were received into church fellowship, baptized, 
and were married.’’ It may be the church had the op. 
portunity of tendering its service of comfort and sym. 
pathy to his home in the hour of deat. These things 
ean come only through mutual sympathy and <ervice. 

Then, because of these changing conditions, and be- 
cause no real loyalty has been established in connection 
with a religious program, there is an atmosphere of un- 
rest. The farmer is wondering if he cannot uo better 
economically, socially, and religiously, in some other 
location. Therefore, instead of tryirg to make his sur- 
roundings better, he moves to the city. However, he 
soon finds the city undesirable and returns to the rural 
cemmunity, only to find it worse because of his neglect 
while prospecting in the city. This bit of fancy we 
know is well supported by statistics, for in 1927, out of 
the hundreds of thousands of farmers who went to the 
city, enough returned that the net loss to rural popula- 
tion was only 604. 

There seems to be a ray of hope appearing in the fog 
overshadowing American rural life. The farmer is con- 
scious of the need of better homes, schools, and church- 
es, especially for his children. He is hopeful that the 
newly appointed Farm Board will materially aid in giv- 
ing economic relief. Denominational leaders are study- 
ing the country churches as never before. Some even 
think of rural America as a gigantic missionary chal- 
lenge, too great for a single denomination. They see 
the folly of denominational competition and welcome co- 
operation, federation, and Christian union as a solution 
to this problem. The farmer has gone far in applying 
the principle of co-operation to economic problems and 
is ready to apply it also to his religious problem. With 
proper adjustment, the intelligent farmer can see ade- 
quate equipment, efficient program, and trained leader- 
ship. With this vision before him, the farmer has faith 
in the dawning of a new day and looks forward to the 
time when ‘‘my church’’ will again be the center of his 
life. 

Oronoque, Kansas. 
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Russia’s Budget 
It is said that Russia’s budget for the coming year runs 


to the enormous sum of six billion dollars. The budget of 
the United States is only three and a half billion dollars. 
In the Russian budget there are large sums for education, 
electrification, and waterways. Other national improve- 
ments are also included, The Soviet government is planning 
for progress in their communist state; they have, however, 
grown more pronouncedly opposed to religion. It is rumored 
that Princess Sophie, sister of the wife of Sir Kynaston 
Studd, who until recently was Lord Mayor of London, had 
been arrested and imprisoned for reading the Bible to the 
children of workers’ families. The Princess has attempted 
to leave Russia several times but failed. Intervention on her 
behalf by the League of Nations last year was unavailing. 
Whatever progress Russia’s budget may make possible to her 
in other endeavors, it seems to us who are Christian that 
she must ultimately fail spiritually, which is the greatest 
catastrophe of all. 


A Medical Discovery 

Physicians of Toronto, Canada, have robbed the dread 
disease, infantile paralysis, of most of its horrors. Out of 
860 cases treated, ninety-five percent recovered from the 
disease with no signs of paralysis left. The treatment con- 
sists largely in the use of a serum made from the blood of 
patients who have had infantile paralysis. For these tests 
the blood for the serum was donated by former sufferers 
from the disease. Such advances of science robs the dreaded 
diseases of their horrors and full honor should go to those 
who have suffered and, that others might be well, so gladly 
gave of their blood. It speaks well for the kindliness of the 
human heart. 


A Setback for Prohibition 

Sometime ago, by a twenty-one thousand majority, the 
people of the Province of Nova Scotia, Canada, voted to re- 
peal their prohibition act and permit the sale of liquor under 
government control. In 1921, the province voted for prvhi- 
bition by a majority of fifty thousand. The repeal of prohi- 
bition in Nova Scotia leaves but one of the nine Canadian 
provinces dry—little Prince Edward Island. The other eight 
permit the sale of liquor to their own people and to visitors 
under so-called government control. Others of the provinces 
have had prohibition laws and repealed them. Ontario took 
this step a couple of years ago and early in November the 
dry forces lost again in an effort to rewrite a prohibition 
law. The overwhelming first generation foreign element in 
Canada is undoubtedly largely responsible for this state of 
affairs. From two of the strongest churches in Canada, also, 
can be expected but little help toward prohibition, and that 
little has but the force of individual opinion, for the voice 
of these two churches themselves are for liquor. The United 
Church of Canada and the smaller bodies are making vali- 
ant efforts for a dry Canada, but against powerful odds 
which, for the present at least, are too strong for the dry 
forces, 


Million-Dollar Incomes 

The income tax reports show that 290 Americans paid 
taxes on incomes of more than a million dollars last year. 
This was an increase of fifty-nine over the previous year. It 
is interesting to know that of this 290, twenty-six were 
women. The men and women with incomes of a million dol- 
lars or more come from the following states: California, 
eight; Connecticut, one; Delaware, seven; District of Colum- 
bia, one; Florida, two; Georgia, one; Illinois, twenty-five; 
Indiana, two; Iowa, one; Maine, one; Maryland, seven; Mas- 
Sachusetts, seven; Michigan, eighteen; Missouri, four; New 
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The Trend of Events 


Jersey, sixteen; New York, 186; North Carolina, one; Ohio, 
nine; Oklahoma, one; Pennsylvania, thirty-four; Rhode Is- 
land, one; Texas, two; Utah, one; Washington, one; Wiscon- 
sin, three. New York, Pennsylvania, and Illinois lead in the 
list of these great incomes, It is interesting to note espe- 
cially that New York so far outstrips the others with 136. 
Great wealth may be a great good or it may become a men- 
ace to a nation’s health and happiness. Too much display 
among the aristocracy of Russia bred revolution which de- 
stroyed them. Let America beware that she share not a 
Russian fate. To develop an aristocracy of wealth may be 
even more dangerous than an aristocracy of birth. 


Savings Accounts Decline 

According to the report of the savings banks of the Uni- 
ted States the savings deposits have fallen off some 195 mil- 
lion dollars during the year. This falling off is due to the 
withdrawal of savings accounts for investments in the soar- 
ing stocks, and much of the money must have been lost in 
the recent crash of stocks on the New York Stock Exchange 
and other exchanges all over the country. Those men who 
bought stocks when they were low and unloaded when they 
were high profited, but these were for the most part people 
who did not need more money, and the poor man was the 
loser. As Will Rogers put it, “The rich got richer and the 
poor got poorer”, As an aftermath of the crash, there has 
been an epidemic of suicides all over the country, and men 
by the score have been arrested charged with stealing money 
for speculation purposes. These results have been the ter- 
rible thing about the whole affair. Men have been feverish- 
ly striving to fix blame for the drop, and laws curbing stock 
speculation are being discussed at Washington and in busi- 
ness circles. 


For the Public Health 

No organization is doing more for the advancement of the 
public health all over the world than is the Rockefeller Foun- 
dation. During the last year the Rockefeller Foundation 
spent twenty-one million dollars in the cause of public health. 
The expenditure for this purpose covered every part of the 
world in a valiant fight to prevent and eliminate disease. 
The discoveries of the workers in the Foundation’s labora- 
tories have been innumerable, and some of the bravest men 
and women our age has known have been workers for it in 
the far places of the world, engaged in the gallant struggle 
against disease, which is indeed for the sake of all men. A 
more careful study of the work of the Foundation would be 
most rewarding, and a peep at the men and women who toil 
under its auspices is the most inspiring thing of our time. 


oo: 

Article 364 of the Versailles Treaty provided that the 
newly created Czechoslovakian state should have a door to 
the sea. This door the Czechs did not get, but after a wait 
of ten years, they are now to have this outlet. A committee 
comprising one Briton, one Czechoslovakian, and one German 
has decided that the state of Hamburg must lease to the 
Czechoslovakian government certain lands on the Halle and 
Dresden shores of the river Elbe for a period of ninety-nine 
years, This decision will open a way to the sea for the 
Czechoslovakian people who have waited so long for the set- 
tlement of the treaty provision. 


oO 

On October 12, at Cardington, England, the largest air 
liner in the world was successfully launched. The big Zep- 
pelin will carry fifty-two passengers and is fully furnished 
with dining rooms, smoking rooms, parlors, and all the con- 
veniences of a great ocean liner. This is the first time that 
smoking aboard a Zeppelin has ever been allowed, but the 
new smoker is amply protected against any danger of fire. 































































Union adopted by the Congrega- 

tionalists at Detroit and by the 
Christians at Piqua contains a sentiment 
which is both priceless and practical in 
the working out of the plan. Behind 
the formal voting in of the union and 
the final consummation of the thing de- 
sired, there is a cluttered mass of ma- 
chinery and traditions, and committees 
and subcommittees must meet and part 
and meet again through the coming 
months that “all things be done decent- 
ly and in order”, Our Commissions on 
Christian Unity and Interdenominational 
Relations of the two churches saw the 
difficulties in the way; but they saw that 
which loomed larger than machinery or 
traditions or legal aspects of the matter, 
and they wrote into the Plan of Union 
the following final clause which we need 
to keep much before us these coming 
days: 


ARTICLE XXYV. In conclusion, these 
plans and recommendations of necessity 
deal with legal and technical details, but 
they have their justification in the spirit 
of unity which they presuppose and are 
designed to promote. If a desire for 
that unity for which the Master once 
prayed be the actuating motive of all 
plans and all acts, the way will become 


Te final article of the Plan of 


The Spirit Within the Wheels 


BY HERMON ELDREDGE 


clear, as we proceed, where now it may 
appear full of uncertainties, hesitation, 
and hindrance. We may be sure that no 
legal entanglements will be too difficult, 
no ecclesiastical customs too deeply fixed, 
no sentiments too precious to yield, no 
ambitions or personal commitments too 
intense, if the will to achieve be ours and 
the Spirit of God lead us. Going for- 
ward, thus led, we may ourselves se- 
cure, and may make plain to others, the 
road to joyous fellowship and enlarged 
usefulness. 

Such were the words of Christian 
statesmen who shaped the Plan of Union, 
and it was in a like spirit that it was 
unanimously adopted by both commun- 
ions. 

The working out of such a plan was 
put on trial at the joint mecting of the 
Business and Editorial Committees of 
the Congregationalists and the Publica- 
tions Merger Committee of the Chris- 
tians at Boston, November 18, and in the 
meeting of the Administrative Commit- 
tee the following day. 

There was a “will to achieve” and a 
leading of the Spirit of God, we verily 
believe, in that first gathering of these 
two committees which had to do with the 
difficult task of merging the church and 
Sunday School periodicals of the two 
communions. No one came to that meet- 





ing feeling that it was a simple under. 
taking. All faced the fact that these 
periodicals had wrought themselves jn. 
to the life of each communion, some of 
them through the second and third gen. 
erations and, in the case of The Congre- 
gationalist and The Herald of Gospe 
Liberty, each for over a hundred years, 

The practical difficulties to be faced 
implied not only conserving the good 
will and support of the respective com- 
munions, but with these, financial and 
institutional problems loomed large. But 
in the spirit of Article XXV., the com- 
mitteemen faced each other and the task 
assigned to them and the result of the 
day’s work was a delightful surprise to 
all. Every problem of the Joint Com- 
mittee had been faced and a way out 
agreed upon heartily and unanimously, 
Dean Meyer, of Boston University, met 
the chairman of the Joint Committee 
the following morning and asked how 
things were progressing, and when he 
was told that in the opinion of the chair- 
man they had progressed further in one 
day than they had expected to go ina 
full year, Dr. Meyer replied, “Why, those 
are almost the very words I heard from 
the chairman of the Congregational 

(Continued on page eleven) 









































year? 





THE NEW 


A deep longing exists in all our hearts to see the new dormitory completed. 
be used. The General Convention, in its historic meeting in Piqua, Ohio, decreed that 2 Christmas offering be 
We can, if we so desire, make this offering sufficient to meet 
This would greatly enlarge our service to the Negro 
Shall we really share our Christmas with Franklinton this 
The opportunity is here. 


taken this year for Franklinton Christian College. 
the necessary bills this year and complete this dormitory. 
race and would open new resources for the school. 
Send offering to A. W. Sparks, 511 C. P. A. Bldg., Dayton, Ohio. 





DORMITORY AS IT SHOULD BE 


It is enclosed, but no part of it can 


Let us meet it. 
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THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


The Raising of Lazarus 


Se ee Se ee = \ 


Following Our Master’s Last Year of Earthly Ministry 
Enrichment — OUR JUBILEE YEAR — __ Extension 


Time: Winter A. D. 29. 

Place: Bethany. 

Persons: Jesus. Disciples. Mary and 
Martha and Lazarus. Crowds. Jews. 
Record: John 11:1-44. 


THE BETHANY HOME 


One of the blessed memories of the 
earthly life of Jesus is that Bethany 
home. All around him were those who 
doubted him or followed him for idle 
curiosity or to catch some words out of 
his mouth whereby they could condemn 
him, but here he was among friends and 
“far from the maddening crowd” he 
rested and was happy for a time with 
them. 

And what a delightful trio lived in this 
secluded place. Martha, the housekeep- 
er, all full of the thought of the tempor- 
al wants of the one she loved to serve. 
Then Mary who “sat at his feet” and 
looked up into his eyes as she listened 
te the wonderful words which proceeded 
from his lips. Then the younger broth- 
er who was quite the center of love in 
the everyday hovsehold since the going 
of the father and mother from thehome. 
TROUBLE IN THE HOME, Vs, 1-4. 

But now there was deep trouble in the 
home. The loved young brother lay sick 
at the point of death. There seemed to 
be no hope, or at best only one hope, 
and that was the Master. Had he not 
on other days healed the father of this 
hcusehold and had he not in that other 
home brought back to the sorrowing 
widow of Nain her dead son? Could not 
Jesus help? And on flying feet the mes- 
senger was sent with the compelling 
words, “He whom thou lovest is sick.” 
FOR THE GLORY OF GOD. V. 4. 

But Jesus cculd see the end from the 
beginning as they could not and hecould 
see that down through the years this 
would forever glorify his friends and 
the Father. He loved all three in that 
home (V.5) and he'loved them so well 
that he dared to cause them pain that 
they might be helped the more in the 
end. His strange waiting and seeming 
hesitancy were for the glory of God and 
the welfare of that Bethany home and 
all homes in days to come. 

BRAVING THE DANGER. Vs. 7-10. 

Jesus is in solitude in Peraea and the 
people and the priests know not of his 
whereabouts. After his healing of the 
blind man on the streets of Jerusalem 
and his discomfiture of the Jewish lead- 
ers they sought him threateningly with 
stones and demanded his life. He was 
in danger of death if he should approach 


Jerusalem now. His disciples knew this 
as well as did Jesus and they try to per- 
suade him not to go (V.8), but Jesus 
fears not. He had purposely stayed 
three days after the death of Lazarus 
that his coming to life might be a mira- 
ele right on the borders of Jerusalem 
which these Pharisees and priests could 
not answer. It was a plan set in the mind 





JUBILEE NEWS 


At the last meeting of the Jubilee 
Year Committee it was suggested 
that on January 1, 1930, we enter 
a new phase of our Jubilee Year. 
Up to that date we will have em- 
phasized the Enrichment of our lo- 
cal and general program. Begin- 
ning with January 1, the empha- 
sis will be placed on the Extension 
of the Kingdom of God looking to- 
ward the 1900th anniversary of 
Easter (April 20) and the 1900th 
anniversary of the birthday of the 
Holy Spirit im the Christian 
Church at Pentecost. Pentecost 
will come on June 8 this year. 

In local churches our program 
has been enriched during the past 
few months. Some churches have 
put on larger programs, others 
have added buildings and equip- 
ment, and some have trained work- 
ers, while others have done noth- 
ing; and it will take more than a 
Pentecost to awaken these. The 
only thing which has certainty in 
our thought regarding some of our 
churches is that they will surely 
wake up on the Judgment Day at 
least. 

In the general work of our 
church we have gone through an 
Enriching experience. Our Sum- 
mer Schools, our General Conven- 
tion, and, greatest of all, our un- 
ion movement, has greatly En- 
riched our outlook and our oppor- 
tunity. 

For all that has been done, let 
us thank God and take courage and 
press on to larger fields of con- 
quest between now and Easter and 
Pentecost, the birthday of the 
Christian Church, Extension 
through Evangelism and Mission- 
ary advance should be our slogan. 

But we willtell of this in the 
future issues, Let us pray and 
prepare for an incoming and an 
overflow. . 





+, 


of the Master, and although it made 
death the nearer and surer for him, he 
never hesitated. 


HIS FAITHFUL FRIENDS. V. 16. 

His disciples realized the danger he 
was in and when they saw that protest 
and argument were vain, they went to 
what they considered certain death with 
him (V. 16). Thomas might doubt and 
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Peter might deny him, but they loved 
him whom they could not understand 
well enough to face death with him. 

MARTHA AND MARY MEET HIM. Vs. 20-32. 

Martha came to him first and con- 
fessed her faith in what he might have 
done had he arrived earlier (V. 21) and 
that even now God would give him what 
he asked (V. 22). Jesus’ words were 
plain and easy to understand, but too 
wonderful to be true as he said, “Thy 
brother shall rise again.” Martha tried 
to grasp that, but her faith failed and 
she could only finally say, “I believe that 
thou art the Christ of God”, and left him 
to return to her sister Mary. 

Mary comes now weeping and falling 
at the feet of the Master as she says 
the very words that Martha says, but 
does not go as far in her faith as did her 
sister, Faithful Martha showed strong- 
er faith in the day of trial than did her 
sister who had sat at Jesus’ feet while 
she labored. 

JESUS WEPT. V. 35. 

How much poorer the record would be 
without these two words. Jesus knew 
the outcome, but as we weep at a play 
when we know it is not real, so Jesus 
was moved with emotion by those with 
whom he so deeply sympathized. The 
Jews that stood by saw his tears and the 
love in them and they wondered if ke 
could not have saved his friend if he 
had only come earlier, for had not he 
healed the blind man (V. 37) on the 
streets of Jerusalem—a man who had 
been blind from birth? But Lazarus 
was dead. 

LAZARUS, COME FORTH! V, 43. 

How Jesus staged this resurrection 
scene. How easily it would have been 
to have come earlier and more quietly or 
not to have come at all and healed him 
at a distance as he did the nobleman’s 
son and the centurion’s servant. But 
Jesus willed that it should be an open 
scene which should attract attention and 
challenge his enemies. This was not to 
be “done in a corner’. This resurrec- 
tion scene was deliberately and fully 
planned by Jesus to raise the issue be- 
tween him and the leaders of Israel. 
The time for secrecy was past. He must 
now work the works of God in the day 
e’er the night come. 


MEDITATION 

Thy love for God and man was 
strangely mixed in this intimate scene, 
O thou, Master of men. Home will be 
sweeter and faith will be firmer and 
hope more sure because thou didst over- 
come death. Love will come more near- 
ly to its own in our lives because it blos- 
somed so fully in thine. All power in 
heaven and earth are thine, but still thou 
canst weep over the death of a friend and 
be at one with the sorrows of those who 
are called upon to mourn. j 





































Echoes From Piqua 


Comments by the Religious Press on the Congregational-Christian Union 


THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY (Undenominational) : 


The union of the Congregational and Christian churches 
was virtually completed by the Christian Convention’s unani- 
mous approval, at Piqua, Ohio, of the plan of union which 
was accepted last May by the National Council of Congre- 
gational Churches. Minor adjustments remain to be made, 
and the local application of the union must be worked out in 
various communities as occasion arises. As both bodies are 
thoroughly congregational in their polity, the act of their 
conventions imposes no mandate upon individual congrega- 
tions or upon the organizations by states and districts, but 
the unanimity of sentiment on both sides is a guarantee 
that complete unification will proceed as rapidly as possible. 
This is one of the most significant among the many recent 
steps toward the union of denominations and the first, among 
those recently promoted, to come to fruition. The basis of 
union, it will be remembered, involves an acceptance of the 
Bible as the supreme rule of faith and life, and a recogni- 
tion of the right of Christians to differ in opinion without 
breach of fellowship. The union is “conditioned upon the 
acceptance of Christianity as primarily a way of life and 
not upon uniformity of theological opinion or uniform prac- 
tice of ordinances.” Here is a practicable program of union. 
Who follows in their train? 


THE NEW OuUTLOOK (United Church of Canada): 

October 25, 1929, is a date that is destined to be remem- 
bered in the church history of the United States. One of 
the most significant events in present-day Protestantism took 
place in Piqua, Ohio, on that date, when The General Con- 
vention of the Christian Church decided to unite with the 
National Council of Congregational Churches. The “plan of 
union” hadi been adopted by the Congregationalists last May, 
and on October 25 it was ratified by the Christian Church. 
An eyewitness, writing in the United Presbyterian, gives a 
graphic account of the great moment: “Dr. Coffin came for- 
ward with the document containing the ‘Plan of Union of 
the Congregational and Christian Churches.’ Every person 
in the room held the ‘plan’ in his hand. The great moment 
had arrived. For a full minute complete silence reigned. It 
is an experience which the writer will never forget. Piqua, 
Ohio, a beautiful city nestling in the heart of the fertile 
Miami Valley, was about to have its name inscribed in the 
annals of church history. We were about to witness the 
ushering in of a new epoch in the history of the Church of 
Jesus Christ in the United States.” They have had in the 
United States mergers of different units of the same family, 
but this is the first time that two distinctly separate religious 
bodies have united. 


INDIANA CONGREGATIONAL BULLETIN (Congregativnal) : 

The merger of the Christian and Congregational Churches 
of the United States was decided by the vote of the General 
Convention at Piqua, Ohio, Friday, October 25. This brings 
together 1,300,000 church members and makes the largest 
number in any union of churches to date. In Indiana the 
churches merged total 204 with 180 ministers and a total 
church membership of 24,244. We extend our warmest 
greetings to the members of the Christian churches and pray 
that God’s blessing may be upon the union. 


CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE (Methodist Episcopal): 

The General Convention of the Christian Church in ses- 
sion in Piqua, Ohio, voted to approve the plan which calls 
for the merging of the Christian Church with the Congre- 


gational Church. The plan was accepted by the Congrega. 
tionalists at their national meeting in Detroit last May. The 
combined denominations will be called the General Coungj] 
of Congregational and Christian Churches, The plan per. 
mits the members to retain their respective beliefs and to 
develop their own forms of expression, but the functions 
formerly exercised by the governing bodies of the two de. 
nominations will be performed now by the General Council, 
The union will be completed as soon as the necessary legal 
steps can be taken. For the first four years the Moderator 
of the Congregational Church, Fred B. Smith, and the presi- 
dent of the Christian Church, Rev. Frank G. Coffin, will 
serve co-ordinately in directing the affairs of the merged 
body. 

THE PRESBYTERIAN ADVANCE (Presbyterian): 

The American Christian Convention, in recent session at 
Piqua, Ohio, adopted unanimously, with only minor changes, 
a plan of union with the Congregationalists of the United 
States which had previously been adopted by the National 
Council of Congregational Churches, at a meeting held by 
that body in Detroit last May. Each denomination, accord- 
ing to the terms of the agreement, is to retain its doctrines 
and policies, but the responsibilities formerly entrusted to 
the national bodies of the two will be taken over by a united 
body to be called the General Council of Congregational and 
Christian Churches. Other churches considering more effec- 
tive co-operation will observe this movement with keen in- 
terest. 


THE LITERARY DIGEST: 


One of the most significant steps in church union in this 
country occurred in Piqua, Ohio, recently, when the National 
Council of Congregational Churches and The General Con- 
vention of the Christian Church united. The plan of merger 
was adopted by the Congregationalists last May, and it is 
now ratified by the action of the Christian Church. One of 
the first to hail the union is that stanch advocate of unity, 
Dr. Peter Ainslie, minister of the Christian Temple in Bal- 
timore, a church of the Disciples of Christ. “We have had 
in this country mergers of different units of the same reli- 
gious family”, he says, as he is quoted in the Baltimore Sun. 
“But this is the first time that two distinctly separate reli- 
gious families have united. It is one of the most significant 
events in Protestantism in this country.” The merger, the 
Brooklyn Eagle reminds us, brings together 1,800,000 Protes- 
tant communicants, and it declares its belief that “the trend 
toward the waiving of creeds in the interest of vital religion, 
unless we are much mistaken, is certain to reduce materially 
the number of non-churchgoers in America.” 


CHRISTIAN STANDARD (Disciples of Christ): 

There are yet some of our brethren who are much alarmed 
over accounts in the daily press reporting the merger of 
the “Christian Church” and the Congregational Church con- 
summated at a convention recently held at Piqua, Ohio. 
These brethren are fearful that this is some scheme being 
developed by some of our leaders. 

The Christian Church here referred to is a group of pe0- 
ple considerably less numerous than ourselves who are the 
successors of a section of the followers of Barton W. Stcne. 
That section refused to affiliate with Alexander Campbell and 
his associates when Stone did so, and they have claimed ever 
since the exclusive right to the term “Christian Church”. 
They have been known as the “Christian Connection”, and by 
a rather unlovely appellation which we use here only for the 
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sake of clearness, the “New Lights”. Their official publishing 
house is at Dayton, Ohio. 

It is quite in keeping with their policy that they should 
unite with the Congregational denomination, for they have 
consistently practiced “open membership”, and have been 
otherwise so liberal that they have not for years had any 
excuse for existence as a separate people. They allowed 
themselves to be called a denomination, and they so far lost 
a peculiar message for unity that the only logical thing they 
could do was to combine with some other body and decrease 
the surplus population of denominations. 

Their failure to manifest notable growth in spite of pos- 
session of talented men, we have always attributed to the 
liberality that manifested itself in “open membership”. Their 
present disappearance in Congregationalism is an additional 
manifestation of the debilitating effect of such liberalism. 
It is, therefore, a warning to our people. 

We only wish that certain liberals who claim fellowship 
among us had the honesty to follow these good people into 
the Congregational fellowship where they belong. 


THE CHRISTIAN LEADER (Universalist): 


The Herald of Gospel Liberty, published at Dayton, Ohio, 
organ of the Christian Church, and The Congregaticnalist 
of Boston probably are to be merged in the near future under 
the editorship of Dr. Wm. E. Gilroy. The merger of the two 
churches makes the step possible. The Congregational Board 
has approved the merger. The Christian Board has ap- 
proved informally, but formal action will be taken later. 

The Herald of Gospel Liberty, which carries the date 
1808 on its editorial page, is the oldest [religious] paper in 
the country. The Congregationalist is one of the oldest. 

Great traditions come down the line of both papers. The 
name of Alva Martin Kerr, late editor of The Herald of 
Gospel Liberty, is enough to bless any project of this kind. 
He was one of the greatest of the editors of our century, as 
noble in spirit as he was expert in journalism, 

Since the death of Dr. Kerr, an unpaid board has car- 
ried on his work—-a single brilliant woman being the only 
salaried person on the paper. This kind of sacrificia] service 
seems characteristic of the Christian fellowship. 

Not as well known throughout the country, these Chris- 
tians and their paper have a real contribution to make. 

That Dr. Gilroy stays at the helm will be a source of 
gratification to his fellow editors. There has been no other 
suggestion or thought. He is doing a great work. It is 
fortunate that a man of his catholic spirit is at the helm of 
The Congregationalist in these days of adjustment. 


THE OHIO CHRISTIAN NEws (Interdenominational) : 


One of the many interested cbservers of the recent Gen- 
eral Convention of the Christian Church, at Piqua, in which 
that body ratified the union with the National Council of 
Congregational Churches, was Rev. Joseph T. Ware, rector 
of the Piqua Protestant Episcopal Church. 

He sent the convention delegates a special invitation to 
participate in a communion service in his church, and he 
wrote the following interpretation of the Christian unity 
phase of the convention for publication in local newspapers: 


History has been made in Piqua. The General Convention 
of the Christian Church has by a unanimous vote united 
with the Congregational. 

For years all the churches have been hoping for unity, 
praying for unity, talking about unity, and even working for 
unity; but it has remained for a convention meeting in our 
own city of Piqua actually to achieve a union between two 
great churches. 

This means a new day for religion in America. What the 
Christian and the Congregational churches have done, all the 
others must. A new generation is arising, a swift flowing 
tide, which will sweep away to destruction any denomination 
which attempts to dam back a common fellowship in Christ. 
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The time is at hand when Christianity will no longer be 
symbolized in our towns by a dozen to forty squat, ugly 
structures, some of them little better than squalid sheds; 
but by great fabrics rivaling the cathedrals of the old world 
in grandeur and beauty and surpassing them in utility. 

The time is at hand when religion will no longer be tol- 
erated and patronized; but will instead be the efficient means 
of promoting skilled social case work; of redeeming the 
wicked by a psychiatry shot through with love and zeal; 
and of displaying to all men love and service, unselfishness 
and self-sacrifice as the way of living life well. 

And when history writes of origins, and shall seek to 
place her finger on the time and the town that this new and 
happy order began to be, then it will be that she will write 
“Friday, October 25, 1929”, and no other city than “Piqua” 
in her book of fame. 

Other cities of our land may be renowned for their great 
size, or for battles which were waged in their vicinity, or for 
their wealth, or for the products which flow from their 
factories, or are laden upon ships in their harbors. From 
now on, glory, that here transpired that epoch-making event 
by which the Lord’s prayer that his disciples might be one 
was eventually brought to fulfillment. 


THE CONGREGATIONALIST (Congregational): 

To those privileged to attend The General Convention of 
the Christian Church, the meeting recently held at Piqua will 
ever be a memorable event. The attendance was provoca- 
tive. The assembly was there with purpose. There was an 
absence of groups in halls and anterooms exchanging felici- 
tations and wondering what was coming next. The business 
sessions in which committees made reports were evidences 
of living interest in the program of the Church. 

Honest independency lifted its voice. If the yesterdays 
have an influence it was one yielding itself to the voice of 
today. The personnel gave a splendid cross section of the 
religious life indigenous to America, Here the sibilant, soft- 
speaking southern man or woman spoke in cultured terms 
their opinions. A gray-haired saint, in whose face the days’ 
dying glory revealed itself, uttered a prophetic word about 
the forward march of the Church. Vision, ideality, good 
will, high purpose were written in the faces of these men 
and women who came from village and farm, town and 
city. 

Friday afternoon the question of the union of the Con- 
gregational and Christian churches was the order of the day. 
Dr. Atkinson is a wise chairman, who clears the deck for 
action and allows no sailor to bring on the deck encumber- 
ing matters. President Coffin, chairman of the commission 
studying the question, is ready to report, Secretary Burton 
gives a most illuminating and brief survey of issues involved. 
Moderator Fred B. Smith brings greetings from the Congre- 
gationalists. One feels a dynamic interest moving through 
the throng as President Coffin follows the opening address 
by Rev. R. G. Clark, pastor of the entertaining church, by 
indicating the procedure to be followed. 

For the first time in the history of the Protestant Church 
two separated denominations are facing the momentous ques- 
tion of consolidating similarities and unitedly combining 
forces. The audience fills the auditorium and flows out into 
the educational rooms. On the right sit, by request, the 
Congregationalists who are in attendance. Their numbers 
are enriched by two members of the Disciples Church, who 
bore greetings from their body and who were invited by 
Moderator Smith to come in while the coming was good. 
Across and through the audience the spirit of something 
splendidly challenging could be felt. Section after section 
is voted affirmatively as accepted by the National Council at 
Detroit. Then comes action on the report as a whole, and 
again the ayes ring out in living earnest. The organ leads 
in “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”, A new day is ushered in. 
Is it a foretoken? Here is a union of purpose without the 
sacrifice of principle. It carries problems which only time 
can interpret. It binds, for the (Continued on page twelve) 
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The Poppy-Land Limited Express 


The first train leaves at six p. m. 

For the land where the poppy blows; 
And mother dear is the engineer, 

And the passenger laughs and crows. 


The palace-car is mother’s arms, 
The whistle, a low sweet strain; 

The passenger winks and nods and blinks, 
And goes to sleep in the train. 


At eight p. m. the next train starts 
For the Poppy-land afar; 

The summons clear falls on the ear 
“All aboard for the sleeping-car.” 


But what is the fare to Poppy-land? 
I hope it is not too dear; 

The fare is this, a hug and a kiss, 
And it’s paid to the engineer. 


So I ask of him who children took 
On his knees in kindness great: 
“Take ——- I pray, of the trains each 
ay 
That leave at six and eight.” 


“Keep watch of the passengers”, thus I 
pray, 
“For to me they are very dear, 
And special ward, O gracious Lord, 
O’er the gentle engineer.” 
—Edgar W. Abbott. 


The Word Teddy Backed Up 
[TUH! You can’t do it!” 
The voice had a jeering tone that 
was not pleasant to listen to. 

“T can!” Teddy Perkins emphasized 
the assertion by a stamp of his foot. 
“Say, mother,” he appealed as Mrs. Per- 
kins at that moment appeared upon the 
scene, “Donald says I can’t get V. G. in 
conduct for a week, and I say I can! I 
know I can! Don’t you believe it, moth- 
er?” 

“Why, yes; if you know you can, of 
course you can,” mother said with an en- 
couraging smile. “But ‘know’ is a pret- 
ty strong term to use, son, unless you can 
back it up,’ she cautioned. 

“You'll see whether I can back it up!” 
the boy declared, straightening himself. 

Teddy was mischievous, and apt to be 
careless about his conduct marks, al- 
though he was quick to learn, and in 
his lessons V. G. appeared quite often up- 
on the cards that he carried home for his 
parents’ signatures. 

His brother Donald was a little jealous 
of the readiness with which Teddy mas- 
tered his lessons, for Donald was not 
quite as quick to learn as his wide-awake 
little brother, although he excelled him 
in conduct. If Donald’s V. G.’s could 
have been transferred to Teddy’s card, or 
Teddy’s to Donald’s, the result would 
have been a card to delight the eye of 
any fond parent or appreciative teacher. 

The next day Teddy started to school 


with a new light in his eyes. He walked 
directly to his seat, even before the 
school was called to order, which was a 
very unusual thing for Teddy Perkins 
to do. In vain, Dick Jones stuck pins in 
his arm and tickled his neck with a feath- 
er from his seat behind; Teddy kept his 
eyes studiously fastened upon his book 
until his tormentor got tired of his ef- 
forts to tease and also went to studying. 

Once when Teddy raised his eyes he 
caught Miss Durkee watching him ap- 
provingly, and, thus encouraged, he man- 
aged to keep out of mischief for one-half 
day, at least. The afternoon was easier 
to get through, because it was shorter, 
and there was not a prouder boy in Spen- 
cer than Teddy Perkins when he rushed 
into his mother’s presence at four o’clock 
and triumphantly held out his report- 
card, where V. G. stood at the end of 
every line. 

“Bravo! I am indeed proud of my 
son!” his mother asserted. A thing that 
has once been accomplished becomes 
easier each time it is attempted. And 
at the end of the third day, Teddy de- 
cided that it was quite easy to bottle up 
his mischief until recess-time and then 
let it all out at once, and be ready for 
another hour of quiet study, when the 
bell again called the class to order. 

When Friday night came, Teddy 
could hardly realize that a whole week 
had actually passed without a single dis- 
figuring mark upon his report-card. 

“I said I could, and I did!” Teddy re- 
plied, throwing back his shoulders when 
his teacher questioned him concerning it. 
And then he went on to explain why he 
had been led to make so positive a state- 
ment. ‘ 

“What has been done once can always 
be done again,” Miss Durkee encouraged. 

Teddy thought it queer that his moth- 
er should say the same thing when he 
held the transformed card before her ap- 
proving eyes some time later. 

But the strangest thing of all to Ted- 
dy was when he found himself also re- 
peating to Miss Durkee’s words when- 
ever he was tempted to misbehave at 
school, until, in a very short time, it 
would have been as difficult for him to 
have disobeyed the rules as it had before 
been for him to be good. 


“If you know you can, of course you 
can,” is a motto that Teddy is now very 
fond of using. 

When his mother hears him, she usual- 
ly asserts, with a twinkle in her eyes: 
“‘Can’ is a strong term, but my son has 
proved to me that he can back it up.”— 
Child’s Hour. 


flowers and birds and girls looked exact 


Be Yourself 

VERA MASON was a dear little git] 

with sweet, dainty ways. All th 
children were glad when she came to live 
with her grandmother in the big white 
house. Madge Brown thought that Ver 
was a beautiful child, and she wanted ty 
be exactly like Vera. Some peopk 
thought that Madge was as sweet in 
her way as Vera was in hers, but Madge 
didn’t think so. 

One day the children recited poems 
that they had learned. Madge tried t 
say hers just like Vera, and it sounded 
so funny that the boys and girls laughed 
aloud. 

Madge cried when she went home, 

Mother stroked the smooth brown head 
while she told Madge an old, old story 
of a bird that despised his own gift of 
song and tried to sing the way another 
bird did. He only spoiled his voice and 
forgot his own song. 

“God does not give all the birds and 
flowers the same colors. He makes the 
maple tree different from the elm and 
the pine, and each tree has its own place 
to fill. God knows that this world would 
be far less pleasant if all the trees and 


ly alike. Isn’t it better to have Vera 
and Lois and Ruth and Madge, instead 
of just one kind of girl, like paper dolls 
that you cut a half dozen at a time?”— 
Mary S. Stover, in The Sunbeam. 


Tell Me a Story 
GOAT once became bored with its 
flock and wandered off over the hills | 
in search of nice green clover. The boy 
who kept the goats called and called to 
it to return, but in vain. 

“Why should I go back.” said the goat. 
“T am sure there is much better grass 
and clover on the other side of that hill. 
I shall just go over there and see if I 
am not right.” 

Now the boy knew he would be scolded 
if he let one of the goats wander off, 80 
he came running after the goat, ordering 
him back to his flock. The willful goat 
would not obey him, but trotted happily 
on over the hill. 

Finally the boy became angry and 
grabbing up a stone he threw it at the 
goat. It hit the goat on the head, break- 
ing one of his horns. 

Then the boy was very frightened. 
“Oh, please do not tell the Master”, he 
begged the goat. 

“No”, said the goat, “I shall not need 





to tell the master. The broken horn wil 
speak for itself.” 

Wicked deeds will not stay hidden— 
North Carolina Christian Advocate. 
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General Council Items 


Actual steps are being taken in har- 
mony with the Plan of Union adopted at 
Piquaa The two General Secretaries, 
who edit the church year books, were 
instructed to combine the same at the 
earliest possible date. They held a con- 
ference November 25, and found no in- 
surmountable obstacles, and it now ap- 
pears likely that there will be one pub- 
lication this year. 





The Plan of Union authorized the 
Joint Commission (The Commission on 
Interchurch Relations and the Commis- 
sion on Christian Unity) to appoint an 
Advisory Commissicn “to assist confer- 
ences, associations, conventions, and 
churches on all matters involved in the 
readjustment of their organizations, le- 
gal affairs, and programs in line with 
this plan of union, this Commission to 
be empowered to appoint local commis- 
sions for such adjustments whenever 
and wherever occasion may cause, and 
such advice be sought.” The Joint 
Commission has been at work. Each de- 
nomination will have seven members on 
it. The seven appointed from the Chris- 
tian Church are: Revs. F. G. Coffin, 
Warren H. Denison, Frank H. Gardner, 
Roy C. Helfenstein, J. A. Henderson, 
Charles H. Rowland, and Mr. John V. 
Sees. I do not have the Congregational 
list at hand. This Advisory Commis- 
sion is at work forming some general 
suggestive principles that may well help 
any group that desires suggestive aid. 





The first meeting cf the Executive 
Committee of the General Council (com- 
posed of sixteen Congregational mem- 
bers and four Christian members) has 
been held and various matters consid- 
ered, The location of the first meeting of 
the General Council in 1931 was de- 
ferred for further study. A Program 
Committee for the same was elected. The 
Christian Church members of this com- 
mittee are the President and Secretary 
of the Conventicn and Dr. L. E. Smith, 
Norfolk, Virginia. 

WARREN H. DENISON, Secretary. 


YOUNG PEOPLE AT WORK 
Ohio Central 

It is difficult to give a “snapshot 
view” of the Ohio Central Young Peo- 
Ple’s Congress, for there is so much to 
include. Ohio Central seems to stand 
for Organization and Co-operation, for 
no Congress is organized to work with 
the entire conference better than is this 
froup. Their program for the year is 
based on themes for each month, which 


‘xpress the goals of the conference. A 









The Christian Church at Work 


ronthly bulletin sent out Ly the Chris- 
tian Education Department of the con- 
ference to each pastor, Sunday School 
superintendent, and young  people’s 
leader gives continual information and 
help for their work. The year be- 
gan with a series of conference insti- 
tutes, in connection with which the Con- 
gress held rallies of young people in 
each district seeking to increase enthu- 
siasm in the work of each local church. 

Harold Kegg, of Columbus, is the new 
president, and it is characteristic of 
Harold and Ohio Central that the four 
goals for definite effort are all labeled 
“100%”, and they include emphasis on 
church attendance, financial support of 
the work of the church, reading course 
with certain books assigned, and study 
groups in each church with all the 
young people attending. Gertrude Lar- 
comb and Christina Frock are the vice- 
president and secretary, and Rev. J. H. 
Halfaker, Secretary of Christian Educa- 
tion, the advisor cf this group. 

Ohio Central has a past record for its 
success in The Herald of Gospel Liberty 
campaign when nearly one hundred sub- 
scriptions were secured, for increased 
attendance at Defiance Summer School 
each year, and for varied activities un- 
der the leadership of Leroy Halfaker 
and Alice Morton Leslie, the past presi- 
dents. The ‘spirit of the new officers 
and the plans they are making indicate 
that 1929-1930 will be a year of marked 
progress in young people’s work in this 
section of our church. 


With Central Illinois Young People 


Central Illinois is not a large confer- 
ence in terms of the number of its 
churches, but in the vision of its young 
people as revealed in the program of 
the Central Illinois Young People’s Con- 
gress its influence extends throughout 
the world. 

Miss Mildred Kemp, of Urbana, the 
new president, reports many activities 
for the fall and winter. The conference 
is divided into two sections—the south- 
ern district, led by Virgil Wierman, of 
Atwood, and the northern, led by Mar- 
garet Campbell, of Danville. These dis- 
tricts have held enthusiastic fall rallies 
to launch their program, which includes 
stress on the following goals adopted for 
this year: 

1. To have some active organization 
in each church exclusively for young 
people. 

2. To make a survey of each church 
community to find the number of young 
people not connected with the church and 
invite them to join. 

8. At least one young person from 
each church to attend the Merom Sum- 


mer School in 1930. 
4. The Herald of Gospel Liberty and 
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The Sunday School Herald in every fam- 
ily, securing fifty new subscribers for 
The Herald of Gospel Liberty, twenty- 
five from each district. 

5. To participate in missionary and 
stewardship work by contributing the 
following: 

a. $50.00 to the support of Graham 
Rowland working with the Navajo 
Indians. 

b. $50.00 to the support of the 
young people’s program of the 
Christian Church. 

c. $50.00 to the support of Angie 
Crew in Japan. 


An attractive poster has been pre- 
pared and sent to each church which 
presents these goals in definite form. 
The motto of the young people of Cen- 
tral Illinois is the very suggestive one: 
“Say ‘Yes’ for Christ and the Church 
this year.” Special plans have been 
made by the Executive Committee for 
recognizing the work done by the 
churches, 

This is just a bird’s-eye view of the 
desires and plans of a group of young 
people in one conference of our church. 
Under the leadership of their president 
and the counsel and help of Rev. E. H. 
Rainey, who has been counselor of the 
Congress since its organization, and with 
the fine spirit of many youth in that sec- 
tion of Illinois, it is certain that here is 
a Congress with a real program for the 
Jubilee Year of their church and one 
which will result in character building 
and leadership training and service at 
home and abroad. 

Lucy M. ELDREDGE, 
Young People’s Secretary. 


The Spirit Within the Wheels 
(Continued from page.six) 
Committee only a few minutes ago.” 

Those who have served on the Chris- 
tian Unity Commission of the two 
churches for the past five years were the 
least surprised, for they reminded us 
that every meeting of the joint commis- 
sions dealing with the delicate questions 
which had arisen around the plan of un- 
ion has had the same delightful outcome, 
since these problems had been ap- 
proached in the same spirit and with a 
“will to achieve”. 

It is interesting in this connection to 
recall the statement of Dr. W. A. Dun- 
can, formerly with the Publication Board 
of the Presbyterian Church of Canada 
and now of the same board in the United 
Church of Canada. Dr. Duncan said that 
the same problems loomed large in 
that union movement and many believed 
that they were insurmountable; but as 
the representatives faced each other and 
their task with that same spirit and 
“will to ac ieve”’, the things which ap- 
peared to be insurmountable obstacles © 
seemed to dissolve into thin air and the 
fellowship and the findings of the com-— 
mittees were surprisingly unanimous and 
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the working out of the intricate matters 
came faster and beyond the belief of 
those who were most optimistic before 


the union was voted. 


This all goes to prove again that 
when those of true Christian motive 
unite on a forward movement for the 
unity and extension of the Kingdom of 
God there steals into the midst, unper- 
ceived by physical sense, but that which 
is very real in spirit, a something which 
begins to untangle problems that before 
seemed to be insurmountable, and victory 
is the reward of faith and faithfulness 
in trusting the outcome to the One who 
promises to be with us alway. 

The Commission on Christian Unity 
and now the Publications Merger Com- 
mittee have been through a delightful 
experience in finding the Spirit of the 
living God in the wheels and complica- 
tions of our machinery and that, as in 
the vision of the prophet of old, “they 
went every one straight forward”. Let 
us continue to pray that the “will to 
achieve” and the Spirit of the Master 
which was written in dull black on white 
into Article XXV. may again and again 
reveal itself in all its delightsome beauty 
and practical helpfulness and inspiration 
in all coming conferences between Chris- 
tians and Congregationalists, and that 
it may become the order of the day be- 
tween Christians everywhere as we seek 
Christian union. 


Echoes From Piqua 
(Continued from page nine) 


first time since the Civil War, the North 
and the Scuth in a co-operation which 
only the years can adequately measure. 
It gives the Christian Church an inter- 
est which is national and the Congrega- 
tional Church a transfusion of blood 
which ought richly to strengthen it. 

No one is foolish enough to assume 
that no difficulties are with us. But 
this afternoon we see no difficulties 
which the Spirit of the Master cannot 
help us through. 

It is a high hour of privilege. It is 
greatly emphasized by Dr. Summerbell 
telling that forty years ago he and Wil- 
liam Hayes Ward and Dr. Quint dis- 
cussed the possibility of the transfer of 
membership between the two churches. 
One feels like saying, “Mine eyes have 
seen the glory of the coming of the 
Lord.”—Robert J. Locke, Congrega- 
tional State Superintendent, Illinois. 


THE CONGREGATIONALIST (Congregation- 
al): 

Under cloudless October skies and with 
perfect weather conditions the Christians 
of the nation met at Piqua, Ohio, for 
their triennial Convention. . . 

Our Congregational delegation of fif- 
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teen, led by Dr. Frank Sanders, Dr. C. 
E. Burton, Dr. Brewer Eddy, and Mod- 
erator Fred Smith, arrived on Friday 
and were greeted with marked consider- 
ation. The Plan of Union was presented 
and discussed in the afternoon of Friday, 
October 25, which will hereafter be a 
red-letter day in our history. The Chris- 
tians had prepared with the utmost care 
for the clear presentation of the plan, so 
that the delegates had come with instruc- 
tions from their constituencies to see the 
project through. Dr. Coffin, Dr. Sanders, 
and Dr. Burton explained the terms of 
the merger and answered the many ques- 
tions of detail; Moderator Smith brought 
a cheery message of prophecy, and an ad- 
dress of unusual power and fervent ap- 
peal by Dr. Raymond G. Clark, a Yale 


December Fifteen 


HIS should be a day long to be re- 

membered in your church. The spir- 

itual tide should reach its highest 
at that time. It should be a time of most 
earnest prayer. The service of enlist- 
ment of stewards should be a most in- 
spiring one. There should be no failure 
in any church, Sunday School, class, or 
group actually to enroll tithers. Chris- 
tians need to become enrolled tithers in- 
finitely more than your cause needs their 
funds. Tithing is not a matter of sup- 
porting causes nearly so much as it is 
a spiritual affair of the life. Steward- 
ship teaching will amount to but very lit- 
tle unless there is actual enrollment. 
Every church should have a Tithers’ 
League, with a very simple but responsi- 
ble organization. We have tithers’ en- 
rollment cards and League Charts free 
for the asking. 


WHAT OUR WORKERS ARE DOING AND 
a SAYING 


Rev. Dennis D. Bouman, Lakemont, 
New York: 


When a lodge or a club takes a mem- 
ber, there is no question of his taking 
the obligation and paying the fees. The 
successful church has the same convic- 
tion regarding each member: that he will 
assume his part as a steward of God. 
Efforts are wasted unless decisions are 
made to give systematically of self, serv- 
ice, and substance. 


Mrs. P. R. Zook, Goshen, Indiana: 


What a wonderful opportunity for the 
development of Christian character is 
stewardship! No one should be more in- 
terested in opportunities for character 
building than a mother. This is certain, 
that constantly there are enough ad- 
verse influences to be met to give every 
mother ample reason for knowing, prac- 
ticing, and teaching stewardship in all 
its many phases if she would be true to 
oe privilege as a steward of mother- 

ood. 





‘systematically for the Master. 


DECEMBER 12, 19% 


graduate, of the Piqua Church, left th 
assembly in a mood of religious enthus. 
iasm quite rare in these days. On th 
main question of union the vote was 
vociferously unanimous. One could se 
strong men wiping their spectacles, anj 
one could easily imagine the satisfaction 
of the Master, whose presence seemed g 
real, A few modifications of detail were 
made without serious division of opinion, 
and the session closed with the triun. 
phant consummation of the labors 
prayers, and rare tact of the leaders of 
both denominations, in a union sure to be 
a blessing to the people directly con. 
cerned, and possibly to be the forerun. 
ner of a new time in the history of di. 
vided and competing Proteztanot Ameri- 
ca—Dr. Dan Freeman Bradley. 


Mr. E. B. Hoover, Toronto, Ontario: 


There is a very great need of impress. 
ing on the minds of the membership some 
systematic plan of giving to the Lord, 
My own personal experience in financial 
giving has been through the duplex en- 
velope system, which to my mind is the 
most up-to-date way of giving. Small 
or large amounts, as they may be, roll up 
the total at the end of the year to a sur- 
prising amount, without any great bur- 
den to the giver, and also impress upon 
the mind of the giver that he is giving 


Rev. F. C. Lester, Waverly, Virginia: 


We are using the Layman Company's 
bulletins for Sunday services. Sermons 
on stewardship and church finance are 
preached. Similar topics are discussed 
at the mid-week service. Pamphlets are 
distributed. The needs of the church are 
presented both at public services and 
through the mails. Peopie are asked to 
work, pray, and give for the sake of 
Christ and his church. 


Goshen, Indiana, Church, Rev. Archie 
H. Hook pastor, is emphasizing steward- 
ship in the following six ways: 

1. Missionary Society using “Some 
Stewardship Pillars”, as recommended 
by the Mission Board. ‘ 

2. Young People’s Department using 
series of six stewardship devotion pro- 
grams for their worship period in sup 
port of the Congress Stewardship rallies. 

3. Alumni Christian Endeavor study- 
ing “The Message of Stewardship”, by 
Cushman. 

4, Series of six stewardship sermons. 

5. Stewardship message in church 
calendar each week. 

6. Prayer meeting, “Quest Period”. 
Individuals bringing stewardship prob 
lems and questions for discussion. 

WARREN H. DENISON, Secretary. 


oO 





“All things bright and beautiful, 
All things great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful— 
The Lord God made them all.” 
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BY REY. 


Dr. Newton Clarke gives a definition 

of God that is interesting and illumi- 
native. With the revelation of God that 
Jesus Christ has brought us, this theo- 
logian ventures to give a Christian defi- 
nition of God as follows: “God is the 
personal Spirit, perfectly good, who in 
holy love creates, sustains, and orders 
all.” In his amplification of the defini- 
tion, the author reminds us that the 
frst words tell us of the nature of God 
-—God is the personal Spirit. This means 
much more than that God is immaterial 
—the opposite of matter. He is a Being 
yho thinks and feels and wills, for these 
are the essential attributes of a person- 
al spirit. As spirit implies personality, 
the word “personal” may appear to be 
superfluous, but it is here used for em- 
phasis. Man is “a persona! spirit”, that 
js, he possesses self-consciousness and 
self-direction, but derives his personal- 
ity from God who is the personal Spirit. 

This part of the definition of God 
should have special interest for us. It 
shows how man is able to commune with 
God, and how God may manifest himself 
to man. “Come and let us reason to- 
gether, saith the Lord”, would be words 
without meaning if man were not en- 
dowed with personality—the power to 
think and feel and will. With this like- 
ness to God man is able to interpret the 
works of God. The great astronomer, 
surveying the heavens, declared that he 
was thinking God’s thoughts after him. 
God and man are alike in this respect. 
They are essentially spirit, and the re- 
sult is a glorious truth—“Spirit with 
spirit can meet.” 


“Speak to Him, thou, for he heareth, 
And Spirit with spirit can meet— 
Closer is he than breathing, 
And nearer than hands or feet.” 


f his “Outline of Christian Theology”, 


The next words of the definition de- 
scribe the character of God—he is “per- 
fectly good”. Good here means moral ex- 
cellence, “unmixed with evil, unweakened 
by defect, unsurpassable in degree”. 
Christ has revealed God as a _ Being 
worthy of our fullest love and utmost 
confidence. Our faith in the infinite 
goodness of God must never be shaken 
by the inexplicable evil of the world— 
or anything else. While it is true that 
we face mystery which can never be ex- 
plained in this life, much of the evil in 
the world has been caused by man’s 
disobedience to God’s law. It is not 
God’s will but man’s self-will that has 
brought so much sorrow and suffering 
into the world. God’s goodness is shown 
in his efforts to redeem man from sin, 
Which, after all, has been the most pro- 
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lific cause of the sufferings of mankind. 
With the assurance that the God and 
Father revealed by Jesus Christ is “per- 
fectly good”, we can trust him in every 
issue of life and believe that the “Judge 
of all the earth will do right”. 

The next part of the definition tells 
us of God’s relation to other existence: 
“He creates, sustains, and orders all.” 
Back of the universe is God the Creator. 
It came into existence by and through 
him. He not only brought it into exist- 
ence, but also upholds and sustains it by 
his mighty power. “The marvel of the 
universe is force, by means of which it 
is sustained and held together. Force is 
from God.” God is also governing and 
directing the universe to an end, and his 
character is the guarantee that the end 
is both noble and worthy. The three 
statements given above, that “God cre- 
ates, sustains, and orders all”—the au- 
thor reminds us—are parallel in mean- 
ing to Paul’s threefold saying: “Of 
him, and through him, and unto him are 
all things” (Rom. 11:36). 

If we are sometimes tempted to de- 
spondency because the work of God 
seems to languish, let us recall the dark 
days of the Church during the past and 
remember that God who “creates, sus- 
tains, and orders all”, guided the Church 
through those dark periods, and is with 
us today. We share the faith of the 
great Christian poet and truly believe 


- that there is “one far-off divine event, 


to which the whole creation moves”. God 
is surely and steadily moving the world 
to that end, and it is for us to co-operate 
with him to the fullest extent. 
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Lastly, we have the motive of God in 
his relation to other existences. It is 
“in, holy love” that he “creates, sustains, 
and orders all”. By “holy love” is 
meant that “his love is always in com- 
plete harmony with that perfect good- 
ness of character which is eternally his 
guiding principle. Love desires to im- 
part the good, and holiness holds immov- 
ably to the right thought as to what the 
good is, and how it shall be imparted. . . 
Holy love is the combination of perfect 
goodness and immeasurable self-giving.” 


Sometimes the love of God is so em- 
phasized as to overshadow the holiness 
of God, and when that is done the true 
character of God is misrepresented. The 
Cross reveals the love of God, but more 
—the holy love of God. Because of its 
importance, this truth of God’s holiness 
was emphasized in the early days of the 
Jewish race, when God declared unto 
Moses his true character in these im- 
pressive words: “The Lord, the Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, long-suffer- 
ing and abundant in goodness and truth, 
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin, and 
that will by no means clear the guilty.” 
Because God’s love is holy love, he must 
take account of sin. 


This brief definition of God does not 
claim to be comprehensive, and may not 
be satisfactory to some, but it brings 
many comforting and _ suggestive 
thoughts that are in line with the teach- 
ings of Christ concerning God. Come 
what may, we should stand steadfast 
and unmovable, for the God and. Father 
revealed to us by Jesus Christ is one 
who is “perfectly good” and “in holy love 
creates, sustains, and orders all’. Glory 
be unto his name! 

Ashland, Virginia. 


Universal Week of Prayer 


Sunday, January 5, to Saturday, January 11 


THEME FOR THE WEEK: CHRISTIAN UNITY 


Sunday, January 5 
Texts Suggested for Sermons and Ad- 
dresses: Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is to dwell together in unity 
. .. for there the Lord commanded the 
— even life for evermore.—Psalm 
1 


That they all may be one, that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent 
me.—John 17:2, :21. 

Endeavoring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.—Ephesians 
4:3 


Blessed be the Lord God, who only do- 
eth wondrous things: and let the whole 
earth be filled with his glory. Amen and 
Amen.—Psalm 82:18, 19. 


Monday, January 6—Thanksgiving and 
Confession 
Thanksgiving: For the mercies of the 


past year, national and personal; for 
the continued manifestation of the Holy 
Spirit’s presence; for quickened desires 
after Christian unity; for infallible 
proofs that the gospel of Christ is still 
the power of God unto salvation; that 
recent discoveries confirm the historical 
truth of the Bible, 

Confession: Of the weakness of Chris- 
tian witness through the bitterness of 
divisions; of materialism and worldli- 
ness in the churches; of the comparative 
dearth of conversions; of the indefinite 
witness in many pulpits to the fact of 
Sin and the need of Salvation. 

Prayer: That the whole Church may 
be awakened to the practice and power 
of prayer, individual and united. 

Scripture Readings: Psalm 65. Dan- 
iel 9, verses 3-9 and 17-19. I John 1. 
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> The Lesson Round Table 
for 1930 


A new Sunday School Lesson  { 
Commentary built on an entire- § 
ly new idea; written not by ‘$ 
one man or one woman, but by ‘§ 
a group of America’s religious « 
leaders who know the problems 
of the teachers and how to 
translate the great messages of 
> the International Uniform Sun- 
> day School Lessons into mes-_ { 
sages readily applied to the 
problems of the twentieth cen- 
tury Christian. 


; Edited by Richard D. Dodge. 


> $1.85 Postpaid. 

THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 

‘ ASSOCIATION 

219 S. Ludlow Street 
Dayton, Ohio 
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Tuesday, January 7—The Church 
Universal 


Thenksgiving: For all the saints who 
from their labor rest; for deepening real- 
ization that Christian unity to be effec- 
tive must be based on truth and love; for 


new steps towards Christian unity 
among the Protestant and Reformed 
churches, 

Prayer: That all efforts directed to 


Christian reunion may be guided to the 
“keeping of the unity of the Spirit, in 
the bond of peace”; that denominational 
prejudices may give place to desires for 
the unity of the larger Church, which is 
the whole body of believers; that a more 
definite stand may be taken for a spir- 
itual church membership; for a new ef- 
fusion of the Holy Spirit, leading to the 
unity which characterized the Church at 
Pentecost; for more willingness to make 
personal and corporate sacrifices for the 
unity and good of the whole Church and 
family of God. 

Scripture Readings: Psalm 133. 1 
Cor. 18. Eph. 3. 14-21. Acts 1:1-14. 
Acts 2:1-21. 


Wednesday, January 8—International 
Friendship and Co-operation 


Thanksgiving: For the blessings of 
continued international peace; for the 
new spirit of co-operation manifest 
among masters and men; for all evi- 
dences of the Christian principles of 
friendship and co-operation in interna- 
tional relationships. 
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Confession: Of all remaining interna- 
tional jealousies and suspicions; of na- 
tional forgetfulness of God, of the sanc- 
tity of his day of rest, and of his com- 
mandments, 

Prayer: For all sovereigns and rulers, 
and for those set in authority under 
theni; for the League of Nations, and 
all the efforts directed to international 
good will and peace; that strong nations 
may learn to help the weak and so fulfill 
the law of Christ; that all oppression 
may be renounced, and religious liberty 
become the enjoyment of all peoples, 
especially in Russia and Spain; for a 
righteous solution of all labor problems, 
and for industrial peace; that intemper- 
ance, impurity, and gambling may be 
checked; for the press, and all who guide 
public opinion; for soldiers, sailors, po- 
licemen, and other national and munici- 
pal servants. 

Scripture Readings: Psalm 46. 1 
Chron. 16: 23-26. 1 Tim, 2:1-8. 


Thursday, January 9—Missions 


Thanksgiving: For this day of oppor- 
tunity to preach the gospel of Christ; 
for growing evidences of unity and co- 
operation in the mission fields; for the 
influence of the Jerusalem Missionary 
Conference, and the impulse given to 
more effective co-operation. 

Confession: Of prevalent resort to 
secular in place of spiritual motives; of 
failure because of unbelief; that the 
evangelization of the world is hindered 
by home divisions and pre-occupations. 

Prayer: That the Church everywhere 
may realize the need of the whole world 
of Christ; for an increase in prayer on 
behalf of missions; for more sacrificial 
giving, and a deeper realization of the 
stewardship of money; that a greater 
number of men and women may offer 
themselves unreservedly for service in 
the mission fields; that the purpose of 
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God to call out of the world “a people fe 
his name” may soon be accomplished, an4 
the whole earth be filled with his glory; 
for all unevangelized peoples and realms 
of every tongue; that the preaching of 
the gospel may overtake the influence of 
Mohammedanism and all heathen rej. 
gions; for medical missions; for women 
work among women; for native pastor 
and evangelists; for all Bible and trag 
societies, engaged in translating anj 
distributing the Word of Ged. 

Scripture Readings: Psalm 67. Isaiah 
55. Eph. 3:1-12. 


Friday, January 10—Family, School, anj 
University Life 


Prayer: That parents may realize the 
duty of Christian example and respons. 
bility in the home; for teachers and Sun. 
day School workers, that instruction ma 
aim at early conversion to God; that the 
Bible may be faithfully taught in all ele 
mentary and secondary schools and ed. 
leges; for all who work among 
young men and young women, seek. 
ing their physical and _ spiritual wel 
fare; that in universities, colleges, and 
schools, the study of the Scriptures may 
be conducted with reverence; for bless. 
ing upon Bible reading unions and ass. 
ciations among the youth of all lands, 

Scripture Readings: Deut. 11:18-21, 
Psalm 112. 2 Tim. 3:14-17 and 4:1-8, 


Saturday, January 11—Home Missions 


Prayer: For home missions, their 
work and workers, in every department 
of life; for doctors, nurses, medical stu- 
dents, and all ministering to the sick and 
dying; for evangelistic agencies, for city 
missions, and rural work throughout the 
country; for more of the spirit of unity 
and co-operation among home missions, 

Scripture Readings: John 1: 85-51, 1 
Thess. 2:1-18. Eph. 2:1-22. Eph. 4:14. 


From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND 
Rockingham Conference 

Kittery Point, Maine, November 22— 
Some of our people were surprised and 
much pleased a short time ago while lis- 
tening in on their radio to hear from a 
Boston station that Rev. Basil Harris, of 
Beverly, Massachusetts, had accepted 2 
eall to the First Christian Church at Kit- 
tery Point. — We are pleased to note an 
increase in our attendance at both the 
morning and evening services. Last Sun- 
day morning we had ninety present and 
sixty attended the evening service. Our 
Sunday School attendance is also picking 
up and we have recently received several 
new members in our C. E. Society. — A 
public reception was recently given our 
new pastor, Rev. Basil Harris, and fam- 
ily under the direction of our official 
board. The church was beautifully deco- 
rated with fragrant greens from the 
woods, chrysanthemums, potted plants, cut 
flowers, and scarlet berries in profusion. 
A most impressive program was present- 
ed. Rev. John Graham, of the local Con- 
gregational Church, gave the invocation; 
Rev. Harold Young, of the Second Chris- 
tian Church of Kittery, read the Scripture 
and offered prayer; Brother George Vols, 
of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, extended 
a welcome to the community and to the 
Ministerial Association; Rev. J. E. Ever- 
ingham, of the Rye Christian Church, also 


extended 2 welcome to the community; 
Deason E. S. Moulton extended a welcome 
to the church; and Rev. Basil Harris re 
sponded. Refreshments were served, fol- 
lowed by an hour of pleasant conversa- 
tion and greetings. The company dis- 
persed, wishing the new pastor and fam- 
ily every success in their new field of 
labor. Much credit is due Mr. Earl Em- 
ery. our efficient president of the board, 
who was chairman of the evening. — Our 
sewing bee was pleasantly entertained on 
Thursday, November 21, by Mrs. E. L 
Honsberger. Much work was accomplished 
and a jolly good time was enjoyed by all. 
— Although our pastor has been with us 
only a very short time, there can be no 
question but he and his attractive and 
earnest companion are being cordially 
welcomed by all. At the close of our last 
Cc. E. prayer meeting, held at the parson- 
age, they were presented with a large 
box filled with everything needful for 4 
sumptuous Thanksgiving. The presenta- 
tion was made by our efficient treasuret, 
Mr. W. H. Emery. Mr. and Mrs. Harris 
were much surprised and greatly pleased 
with such 4 substantial token of friend- 
ship and briefly but heartily responded to 
the presentation. — Preparations for out 
Christmas festivities are now well undef 
way.—Amee. 
ILLINOIS 


Oblong, November 28—We have just 
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Herald of Gospel Liberty 


ESTABLISHED 1808 


The editorial and business policy and pro- 
motion of The Herald of Gospel Liberty are 
| yested in the Publications Merger Commit- 
tee of the General Board of The General 
Convention of the Christian Church. This 
Committee is composed of the following: 
Hermon Eldredge, Chairman, W. P. Min- 
ton, F. G. Coffin, O. S. Thomas, O. W 
Whitelock, and H. E. Sims. 

All communications should be addressed | 
to The Herald of Gospel Liberty, C. P. A. 
Building, Dayton, Ohio. 

EDITORIAL STAFF 

F. G. Corrin, Editor 
Dr. Coffin assumes responsibility 
for the two editorial pages only. 

Sion M. LYNAM, News Editor 
HERMON ELDREDGE, Managing Editor 
GenoA M. WHEATLEY, Editorial Assistant 
Entered as second-class matter at the post 
| office at Dayton, Ohio. Acceptance for 
| mailing at special postage provided for in 
| Section 1108, Act of October 3, 1917, auth- 

orized July 3, 1918. 





SUBSCRIPTION RATES: The Herald of Gos- 
pel Liberty is published each week at Two 
Dollars per year, in advance. The fourth 
jssue of each month will bear the date of 
the following month and will be the Maga- 
zine N er combining The Christian Mis- 
sionary and The Journal of Christian Edu- 
cation. This Magazine Number can be sub- 
scribed for separately at One Dollar a year. 
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closed our revival at Bethany, one long 
to be remembered. It was an old-fash- 
ioned revival where men made restitution 
and prayed their way through and were 
wonderfully saved. The shout of men and 
women went up all over the house. They 
prayed as never before. Fathers and 
mothers went to the altar and consecrated 
their lives to God’s service. One night a 
man came to the altar before the preach- 
ing. Others followed him and there was no 
preaching that night—just testimony 
meeting and altar services. There were 
fourteen wonderful conversions and all 
went into the Bethany Church. A weekly 
prayer meeting on Thursday night has 
been started and the Sunday School re- 
organized. The Lord is still on the throne. 
He has never lost a battle. — Our Willow 
Prairie revival was going on three nights 
before we could get there. I was my own 


evangelist and did the preaching.— 
Charles Chitty, Pastor. 

OHIO 
Springfield, December 2—During the 


month of November the services of the 
High Street Christian Church were char- 
acterized by a number of interesting fea- 
tures). On November 10, Rev. W. T. 
Swann, of the First Congregational 
Church of Springfield, was the speaker. 
Our Thank-offering program was held 
November 17, with Mrs. A. W. Sparks, 
President of the Woman’s Mission Board 
of the Miami Ohio Christian Conference, as 
the speaker. November 24 was observed 
as Home-coming Sunday, when Dr. War- 
ren H. Denison culminated a loyalty cam- 
Paign in which the church raised over 
three thousand dollars to be applied to 
the indebtedness of the church. At the 
evening service, November 24, Dr. F. G. 
Coffin addressed 2 union meeting of the 
Congregational and Christian churches on 
“Christian Co-operation”. Then last eve- 
ning, December 1, Rev. John Milton 
Moore, Secretary of the Federal Council of 
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Churches, spoke on the subject, “Our Fed- 
erated Task’”.—Cleon Swarts, Pastor. 


About Folks and Things 


(Continued from page two) 
transplanting which was done in a mas- 
terful manner. This tree will be beau- 
tifully decorated with colored lights and 
be a real feature in the heart of the cap- 
ital of Delaware. We congratulate Dr. 
Helfenstein and his people on this inter- 
esting Christmas venture. 


Meetings and conferences in the inter- 
est of the merging of the various depart- 
ments and activities of the Congrega- 
tional and Christian churches are coming 
thick and fast. Our mission secretaries 
were in New York last week attending 
the meeting of the Commission on Mis- 
sions, which is the united promotional 
agency of the Congregational Church, 
and also the meeting of the Promotional 
Council, composed of the secretaries of 
the various departments whose duty it 
is to carry out the plans of this commis- 
sion. President Coffin was attending the 
Federal Council of Churches at Chicago 
and Secretary Denison a meeting of the 
United Stewardship Council in St. Louis. 
All the boards of the General Conven- 
tion of the Christian Church are meeting 
in Dayton this week, and next week the 
Continuing Committee of the Publica- 
tions Merger Committee is to meet with 
the Congregational Publishing Society in 
Boston on the 18th and 19th. Matters 
affecting the merger are moving faster 
than was anticipated and in a very satis- 
factory way to all. Important announce- 
ments may he expected the first of the 
year. However, there is much detail 
which will crowd into the shaping up of 
the whole union movement between now 
and May, 1981, when the first general 
meeting of the two bodies will be held. 
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Only Assessments 
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jany unusual protecting clauses. $25 
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An Ideal Gift 


THE SHEPHERD 
of JERUSALEM 


The Story of Ruel the Strong 


BY MORRIS H. TURK, D. D. 
Minister of the Williston Church 
Portiand, Maine 


The simple, moving story of a 
young Beniamite who wondered 
at the fate which kept him tied 
to a humble sheepfold—until he 
saved the woman at the Jaffa 
gate, beheld the heavenly ap- 
parition, and stood before the 
babe in the manger, when he 
thanked the God of his fathers 
that he was called to be a shep- 
herd. Colored illustration. $1.00 


AT ALL BOOKSTORES 


MINTON, BALCH & COMPANY 
205 East 42d Street, New York 
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Deaths 


Leander W. Youmans was born at Crumham 
Hill, Otsege County, New York, May 31, 1863, 
and departed this life at Livonia, New York, Oc- 
tober 17, 1929, after a ten-day illness from a 
shock. He was a son of Rev. James and Cath- 
erine Layman Youmans, of the Christian Church. 
From 1912 to 1925 he taught the eighth grade 
and commercial work in the Livonia High School 
and also taught in other schools, a total of twen- 
ty-nine. He won for himself many warm friends 
through his profession. In 1895, hd lost by death 
his wife and young son.’ Later he married the 
wife who now _ survives him—Rev. Marion C. 
Youmans, ‘who has been a successful minister of 
the Christian Church for many years. He is also 
survived by two sons and a@ brother, Rev. A. C. 
Youmans, D. D., pastor of the Christian Church 
of’ Albany, New York. Funeral services were 
held from his late home in Livonia and the 
Methodist Church at Whitney Point, New York, 
where interment was made. He was a fine Chris- 
tian man, a member of the Presbyterian Church, 
and shall be missed by a large circle of friends. 

J. A. 


Foss. 
Rush, New York. 
fd 


Official Information 


CHURCH WANTED 


Being a minister in the Christian Church and 
holding an A. B. degree from Elon College, to- 
gether with four years of very successful minis- 
try in the Eastern Virginia Christian Conference, 
and at present without work, I would be pleased 
to get in touch with any church or churches with- 
out a pastor. 

Address all correspondence to: Rev. George A. 
Pearce, 206 N. King Ave., Dunn. North Carolina. 











MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


Levi J. Carter, 213 S. Van Buren St., Newton, III. 
Claude W. Risinger, Avon, Illinois. 
George A. Pearce, 306 N. King Ave., Dunn, N. C. 
H. Vernon Winter, Ctifford, Indiana. 
M. E. Sooter, Dixon, Missouri 
F. H. Peters, 500 Pine St., Fall River, Mass. 
C. S. Bennett, 5809 Maryland Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
Norval C. Kern, 241 Victoria Park Ave., Toronto, 
Ontario. 
Earl W. Schyhart, Defiance, Ohio. 
M. E. Pressler, 424 N. McKinley, Muncie, Ind. 
Ed Borah, Haubstadt, Indiana. 
Frank H. Gardner, R. R.-1, Somerset, Mass. 
J. E. Etter, Ft. Recovery, Ohio. 
H. R. Clem, West Mansfield, Mass. 
E. J. Bodman, Box 298, Ravena, New York. 
C. P. Garman, 50 West Third Ave., 
Ohio, 
George W. Foltz, 225 Center St., Findlay, Ohio. 
R. C. Updyke, Hartwick, New York. 
B. A. Hartley, La Fayette, Ohio. 












































JOLLY JESTS 


A smile—and the heart is lighter, 
A laugh—and the day grows brighter. 


Dean of Women—Did you read the let- 
ter sent you? 

The Shipped Soph.—Yes’m. I read it 
inside and outside. On the inside it 
said, “You are requested to leave col- 
lege”, and on the outside it said, “Re- 
turn in five days”, so here I am.—Chris- 
tian Standard. 


First Child at Circus: “Oooh, that’s 
an elephant.” 

Second Child: “’Nelephant, that’s all 
you know. Ain’t I seen them things in 
the papers every day wid GOP right on 
’em? I tell ya it’s a gop.”—Missour 
Pacific Magazine. 


A certain Missouri editor refuses to 
publish obituary notices of people who, 
while living, failed to subscribe to his 
newspaper, and gives this pointed rea- 
son: “People who do not take the home 
town paper are dead anyway, and their 
passing away has no news value.”— 
Michigan Christian Advocate. 





“Motoring is surely a great thing. I 
used to be fat and sluggish before the 
motoring craze, but now I am spry and 
energetic.” 

“I didn’t know you motored.” 

“I don’t. I dodge.”—Montreal Star. 





A telephone operator was at one end 
of the wire and a little girl, who had an- 
swered her ring, at the other end. The 
operator, obeying one of the company’s 
rules, was trying to get the child to call 
an older person. She began according 
to the rule by asking, “Is your mamma 
there?” 

“No.” 

“Is your big sister there?” 

“No. There’s no one here but grand- 
ma and me and the cat. Grandma can’t 
hear and the cat can’t talk.”—The 
Western Christian Advocate. 





When off duty Professor Richards, of 
Yale, enjoys a joke, and his pupils often 
come to him when they have heard a 
new one. He adds to the fun sometimes 
with a witticism of his own. 

Such was the case when one of the 
students perpetrated the following an- 
tiquity: 

“Professor, would you like a good 
recipe for catching rabbits?” 

“Why, yes’, replied the professor. 
“What is it?” 

“Well, you crouch down behind a thick 
stone wall and make a noise like a tur- 
nip”, answered the youth, giggling in 
ecstasy. 

Quick as a flash came the reply: “Oh, 
a better way than that would be for you 
to go and sit quietly in a bed of cab- 
bage heads and nook natural.”—Meth- 
odist Protestant Recorder. 
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HERE IT IS 


The 1930 Stewardship Diary 
and Budget Account Book 


It is a neat little vest pocket edition bound in flexible red 
leather, imprinted in gold and with gold edges. No Pas- 
tor, Church Clerk or Treasurer or Layman concerned 
about the church finances should be without one. Adopted 
unanimously by the United Stewardship Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America. — 


This book may be used either as a Budget Book for one’s 
total account or as a cash book, for current cash only, 
from which the totals may be transferred to a Budget 
Book. Those who have not been accustomed to kecping 
accounts will be amply rewarded in doing so. The best 
time to start is when the income is small. The principles 
on which the accounting in this book is based make it 
unique: 


Put God first as owner of all. 

Treat the whole income as a sacred trust. 
Provide for the future. 

Give generously. 


The form of account, in the middle of the book, is made 
as simple as possible. Under the several columns include 
the following items: 


Income Giving 

Saving Food and Shelter 
Clothing Operating 
Advancement Non-essentials 


At the back of the book will be found pages for antici- 
pated receipts and obligations. 


Only 35c postpaid. 


The Christian Publishing Association 


219 S. Ludlow St. Dayton, Ohio 
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